
Hello, so now seven months have passed. Really hardly seems like I’ve been away for over 
half a year - already over my half way point. Rather strange to look back and see what I’ve 
done, as some things feel like yesterday and others, especially back in England feel like ages 
back. 

So, since I last wrote, I’ve been very, very busy. Firstly, my holiday was excellent, saw so 
many places. It was a strange experience to just travel under my own steam for a month. 
Started off just eating pap (local staple food) and various different tinned foods as sauce 
(think our favourite was the 8 rand curry) doing this to hopefully save money so we could do 
more things. We started off from our home with 2 fellow volunteers from Botswana. Hired a 
car and drove down to Durban, staying in Swaziland on the way, as well as the KwaZulu 
Natal coastline at a place called St Lucia. Eventually we got to Cape Town by Xmas, and 
spent New Year there as well. We took the train then back to Johannesburg (this took 
29hours!). That was my main holiday whilst here in South Africa. It was a real eye-opener as 
we just travelled with no real agenda or concern for time which was so relaxing. And it 
allowed us to see South Africa as tourists see it. I think by seeing it this way it allowed me to 
see why it really is such a destination of choice for many people.  

However in doing so it really did cement in my mind that this in turn is a problem, as people 
can come to this country and, even if they stay for months doing the tourist routes and the 
“Township Tours”, they can never really understand much of how the majority live and 
work. I guess this is problem in most countries, and that my views might be biased towards 
the culture I live in etc. Also I understand that developing countries really do need to flaunt 
their industries, tourism in this case, but it really does seem a shame that this does not 
include some of places that can be seen when you travel just a little further from the norm. 

So now I’m back at project in boiling hot Limpopo province. Not sure when it’s meant to 
cool, but doesn’t show any sign of doing so any time soon. I’m back at work and have many 
new responsibilities this year. I’m teaching Grade 8c for Natural Science and Technology. I 
also teach Grade  11A C.A.T. and Grade 12A C.A.T. (which can be very stressful as they have 
to cover such a lot, and in such a short time, as the principal believes it’s best for me to 
cover the whole year’s syllabus in the time I have here). As well as teaching I’ve been 
organising and training an under 18s football team. This team took part in a competition 
called “My schools 2010”; unfortunately due to problems with pupils lying about their age 
and forging their id documents, we did not progress very far. As well as the football we also 
have a cricket team and, as of last month, I am trying to teach rugby (however none of the 
players have ever played rugby, so that can prove quite challenging.) I am as of this year on 
the sports committee in our school. This organises the funds for equipment and transport 
etc. This committee is fairly ridiculous as it’s run by a teacher who appears never to have 
done the slightest bit of sport. Proposing that we should widen the sports played in the 
school from just football and netball to include cricket and rugby was quite a hard task as 
most of the teachers believed the pupils would not want to play as in their youth there 
would be a stigma attached to such sports. They were definitely wrong, as we now have 
more students for cricket than for football. And rugby appears to be progressing well 
despite the lack of grass to play on.  



So that’s school. As well as school I am now a Provincial adjudicator for a national 
competition to do with the world cup… It’s really interesting but means I am forever in 
meetings, which can be quite a “drag”. We also teach on Saturday mornings at our local 
school; I teach History and English, Colin teaches Maths and possibly Business, and Becca 
(our latest addition) is also teaching Maths and English. And earlier on in the year we 
attempted to set up a local cricket side with all the young kids around where we live. We got 
loads of community support, even equipment donated, however the kids are a bit busy with 
school at the moment - hopefully we can keep playing in the holidays. 

I’m writing this letter from near Kruger National Park as I’m currently spending my Easter 
holidays with my parents.  

This year is going so very quickly. I still believe there’s a lot I can still do at the moment. 
We’ve got some things planned for the June holidays. We were going to try to help with a 
programme for local kids run by a lady who works in the SA child services department. 
Although we’ll just have to wait and see as it seems like it’ll take a lot of planning on her 
part. And as we haven’t seen much, the chances might be slim. Apart from that we were 
going to try and do a bit of travelling - maybe to Botswana and Zimbabwe. But again we’ll 
just have to wait and see. So yes, at the moment a lot is happening. I am really enjoying 
myself and feel I’m starting to understand SA politics, workplace politics and the general 
problems of SA a little better.  

Thanks for reading. If you would like to contact me you can do via my email which is 
tomkeaveny@live.co.uk  

Thanks again! 

Tom Keaveny. 
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