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Environmental Education in the Woodland Centre 
Grant Report for the Nineveh Charitable Trust 
  

Project Overview  
The Nineveh Charitable Trust kindly donated £5,250 to Wide Horizons in July 2014 which helped to 
employ a new Adventure Learning Tutor who would be responsible for developing a new environmental 
education site in the London Borough of Greenwich. The aims of the project were to create a new green 
space that could be accessed and enjoyed by the local community, and used as a location to deliver 
outdoor education and adventure to children and young people. 
 

About the Woodland Centre 
The Woodland Centre is a five acre wood located in a residential area of Shooters Hill in Greenwich, 
London. Much of the surrounding land was for residential housing in the early 20th century, leaving this 
wood as a natural oasis. There had been no official public access for approximately 20 years and 
generally it was left undisturbed with no active management of the trees and grounds.  
 
The site can be broadly described as a mature 
semi-natural broadleaf woodland with mature 
Ash, Sycamore, Oak, Beech and Chestnut. There 
are several smaller Yew trees throughout the 
woodland. Ivy and brambles dominate the 
understory whilst in some areas sycamore 
saplings predominate. Sadly, in some areas 
domestic waste, building and garden waste had 
been dumped which has impacted upon the site’s 
biodiversity. 
 
We took the site over in 2014, and began turning 
this into a woodland centre for local people. We 
received a grant from RE:LEAF (Mayor of 
London’s Programme) which has enabled us to 
work with The Trust for Conservation Volunteers to complete a wildlife and habitat survey, create a site 
management plan and undertake maintenance activities to clear the area. This helped to transform the 
site into an inspirational space utilised for outdoor learning and greater engagement with the environment.  
 

Conservation and Education in the Woods 
Thanks to the support of Nineveh Trust we employed an Adventure Learning Tutor who led on supporting 
volunteers and local community groups to assist with the maintenance and development of the site, and 
begin start delivering environmental education sessions in partnership with local schools. Below are a 
sample of the activities that we have provided since July 2014. 
 
 

Flourishing pond in the centre of the woods 
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Charlton Park Academy 
A small group of young people from Charlton Park Academy used our Woodland Centre between 
November 2014 and January 2015 to meet the volunteering section of their Duke of Edinburgh 
programme. This is a Community Special School (ages 11–19) for students with special educational 
needs. 
 
There were two classes, both of whom used their time at the Woodland Centre to count towards the 
voluntary element of their Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award. They began each session by completing a 
short ‘energiser’ team challenge or task which helped to build team work and communication skills.  Tasks 
during the sessions included building a dead hedge, levelling the ground, laying wood chip, clearing and 
landscaping the entrance way, planting trees, building steps on steep woodland paths, making benches 
and clearing large areas of ivy and fly-tipped rubbish. 
 
Over the course of two months the groups planned and constructed a large shelter which involved 
building walls from fallen branches and woodland debris, and attaching a tarpaulin roof. These activities 
were well enjoyed by the students who took part and helped to provide a valuable shelter for visiting 
groups. 
 

Charlton Manor and Plumcroft Primary School 
These two schools have benefitted a great deal from 
their access to the Woodland Centre. Each week, two 
classes from Charlton Manor and four from Plumcroft 
have visited the site every week since November 2014. 
This equates to approximately 200 pupils visiting each 
week and enjoying the natural surroundings. 
 
Pupils participated in long term, Forest School 
sessions where they had the opportunity to complete 
simple, fulfilling tasks. These sessions were highly 
personalised and focused on building self-confidence 
and self-esteem in the young people. 
 

Get Out Go Wild 
In August 2014, we delivered a four-week holiday programme in partnership with L&Q housing 
association which provided the opportunity to take part in a week of adventure activities during the 
Summer Holidays. One day of each of the four weeks was based at the Woodland Centre and our 
Adventure Learning Tutor led on the day’s activities.  
 
Through the programme we were able to support 154 children and young people (aged 11-15), who were 
able to get involved in a variety of conservation and bushcraft activities: 
 Conservation – children and young people had the opportunity to get stuck in and give something 

back. They spent the day learning how to manage woodland by tidying up Woodland Centre and 
creating paths.  

Tutor, Jack, working with a primary school group 
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 Bushcraft – time spent in the woods learning skills such as shelter building and fire lighting. The 
shelters are built using only natural materials and are then tested to see how windproof and 
waterproof they are. The young people also cooked their own bread and hot chocolate over their 
freshly made fire. 

 
The day spent at the Woodland Centre helped to encourage children and young people to enjoy and 
learn more about a new green environment, as well as develop several personal and social skills. They 
tried new activities, that were both fun and challenging, which encouraged them to work as a team and 
develop communication skills. 
 

The Woodlands Today 
Each year we have over 8,000 children and young people visit the Woodland Centre to enjoy fun 
adventure activities. This includes Charlton Park Academy, Charlton Manor and Plumcroft who still use 
the site on a weekly basis. The visits to the woodlands have become embedded in the school week for 
these students. As a result of these long term visits the young people have developed a sense of 
belonging and ownership of their woodland space. They see the trees as an extension of their own 
classrooms. 
 

Since opening the Woodland Centre to the public 
we have received overwhelmingly positive 
comments and built good relationships with the 
local community. We have a cohort of volunteers 
who remain enthused and meet every two weeks to 
complete conservation work and maintain the 
paths. We have also had corporate volunteer 
groups help with building compost toilets and a new 
cabin which is used as a meeting point and 
discussion area for visiting groups. 
 
We have been able to expand our provision in order 
to offer activities for early years and toddlers, 
Alternate Provision classes and National Citizen 

Service groups. With several schools within walking distance we are an attractive proposition to schools 
as there are no transport costs associated with their trip, which has helped to create sustainability. 
 

THANK YOu 
As you will have read, since your kind donation in 2014, the Woodland Centre has grown and flourished 
to become a popular and vibrant green space. We are delighted with the development of the centre and 
the ongoing impact it has upon children and young people’s lives. This would not have been possible 
without the initial generous support from the Nineveh Charitable Trust.  
 

On behalf of everyone at Wide Horizons, I would like to offer our sincerest thanks 
to the Nineveh Charitable Trust 

Children examining some natural resources 


